
August 12 – 16, 2019 
 News from Room 209 

Remember to Vote 
Scientist of the Week --   
This week                         Mrs. Feibus 
Week of  Aug. 19 -23     Mrs. Feibus 
                 Aug. 26 - 30    Mrs. Feibus 
Important Dates 
August 14                      Room Parent meeting in Room 209 – 8:30 A.M. 
August 16                      Flag Corps Recruiting meeting – 3:30 -4:15 -- Room 209 
August 28                     Early Release  11:50 
August 29                     4th – 6th grade Curriculum night  5:00 to 6:00 P.M. 
September 2                   Labor Day Holiday—no school 
September 13                 Mid Quarter – mid quarter reports and D/F notices 
September 30, Oct. 1     Fall Break , and Professional Development – no school students 
October 8                       Gradebook closes, Last day AR quizzes 1st quarter 
October 9                       Early Release 11:50 
October 11                     End 1st Quarter 
Oct. 14-17                      Parent/Student/Teacher Conference week (sign-up schedule will be  
                                        provided) 
October 17 and 18         Early Release days –11:50 

 
This week’s newsletter will be slightly different, (and longer), than the rest of the year.   
New information is printed in blue.  When you look at future newsletters, you can skim 
and scan, looking for the new blue! 
 
Thank you for your support and attending Back to School New Year’s Eve last week. 
 
*The newsletter is how I communicate with our whole community.  I encourage emails.  Many 
of you have already sent me quick notes as an FYI, like, “Sammy’s allergies kicked in last night. 
No fever, let me know if he gets worse.”  Or  “Sometimes Janie’s mind wanders and she is off 
in space.  Any ideas?”  We are all in this together.  Please let me know if you have any 
concerns.  We are here to help your student be successful. 
 
*The newsletter is a great way to stay connected to what your student is doing 6 ½ hours a 
day.  Ask your student about specific activities and you will get more interesting answers. 
 
 



*I try to send a newsletter every weekend.  The newsletter ends with a Week at a Glance (for 
easy posting on the refrigerator). All students have at least one parent email on our class email 
blast group.  If you want additional emails added, please send an email from that account, so I 
can drag contact info easily. 
 
* Remember, there is a new Encore schedule this year.  Parents were provided schedule by 
A,B,C,D.  Your students practiced how to read that schedule.  If you have any questions, please 
send me an email.  
 
*No food eaten in our classroom.  We have food allergies, and I try to avoid critter infestations. 
If your student brings a snack for last recess (2:25), they enjoy that by the café picnic tables. 
 
*Parents, please look at agendas.  Agendas come home nightly.  Students fill out the agenda 
at the beginning of the day and show it to parents at night.  I am available for Reach and Teach 
every morning that I don’t have a meeting commitment. I will post that on Week at a Glance.  
When students are struggling, I am happy to reteach.  
 
*Homework assignment for last Thursday was for students to learn their address and print it on 
front page of their agenda.  Does your student know his/her address? 
 
*Students practiced Fire Drill and LockDown safety procedures.  Our first school fire drill is 
this week. We take safety very seriously at HTES. 
 
* Use GoogleChrome as your internet browser when you are accessing District webpage 
and links.  There are some links that just don’t open in other browsers, so we are reminding 
families to first click on your GoogleChrome browser, and work from there. 
 
* As we use tech platforms in the classroom, students will practice log in user names and 
passwords.  Listen for info about the CLEVER program we are using for easy login this year. 
 
*Stallion Strong is our gateway to  PBIS (Positive Behavior Intervention and Support).  
Thank our principal, Mr. Pettinato, for bringing such a dynamic and proactive behavioral 
support program to HTES.   
 
*Telephones – please teach your students how to turn off their phones. Even on vibrate, they are 
a distraction during our classtime. Thank you. 
 
 
 
 



The first two days were spent getting our organizational tools ready and learning classroom 
routines.  This is the year your students learn they are accountable for their learning and 
behaviors.  Thank you for sending your students with supplies and ready to learn.  Once a 
citizen of room 209, always a citizen of room 209! Welcome! 
 

Room Parent Meeting Wednesday, August 14 at 8:30 A.M.— 
Everyone interested is welcome 

Thank you to Mrs. Hughes, Mrs. Calcagno, and Mrs. DeGruccio for volunteering to help out 
with our Room Parenting and thank you Mrs. Sebastian for volunteering for Mini-Museum. 

 
 
Flag Corps 
Flag Corps is an important part of our HTES community.  I am the sponsor of HTES Flag Corps.  
There was a flyer in backpacks last week about the Flag Corps recruiting meeting, August 16 at 
3:30 in Room 209. Flag Corps  raises the flags at 8:15 A.M. and lowers the flags at 3:45 P.M. 
after school.  If your student relies on bus transportation but wants to join, please contact me. 
 
 

Internet 

If your student does not have access to a computer at home, there are computers at the public 
library at Desert Broom on Cave Creek Road.  I am also in the classroom every morning by 
7:15. Students can come in at lunch recess.  Students will be using the computer at home in the 
following ways this year: 

 Go Math and Into Reading resources are available online 
 Google Classroom  
 Imagine Math 
 Typing practice program---Typing.com   

Math  

We are working exclusively in the GoMath series this quarter.  Students will have homework in 
their homework folders most evenings, to support the learning of that school day.  This week 
there will be math homework on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday nights. 
Go Math is your access to the lesson and homework page of the day.  Students can print their 
homework page if they have left it at school.   

 

 

 



**Rocket Math** 
We test our Rocket Math automaticity every Thursday.  Goal is for students to test through 
addition, subtraction, multiplication, and finally division. Students took their first placement 
test on Friday.  I think many of them are surprised that they are still testing in addition.  
Practice addition math facts this week.  We have one student that is moving on to 
subtraction. Nice work, BC!   

Reading  

We are reading “Floyd and Ulysses” in the Into Reading anthology this week and we are also 
reading the book Because of Winn Dixie as our class read-aloud book.  Our class always has a 
read-aloud.  It is from the HTES Class Set Library, and checked out to me, so it stays in the 
classroom, unless a student has to make-up an assignment due to an absence. 

Try not to read our class read-aloud books as independent reading. Our class read-aloud 
books:  

Because of Winn Dixie 
Stone Fox 
Sign of the Beaver 
Number the Stars 
Snow Treasure 
White Mountains 
Indian in the Cupboard 
The Black Stallion 
Phantom Tollbooth 
It is important that students read books on their level.  Accelerated Reading (AR) is back!  We 
will be taking the STAR test to determine reading levels. 4th grade library is no longer an 
Encore.  Teachers sign up for 20 minute slots.  I will know this week about our designated 
library time.  I look forward to working with students as they choose books at their level and 
successfully complete AR Quizzes.  More to come about AR on Curriculum Night, August 29. As 
soon as our student names are loaded in the data base, I encourage students to take quizzes 
on their summer reading. If the book is still in student’s possession, he/she may want to skim 
and scan in preparation for the AR Quiz.   I enjoyed looking at the lists of books students read 
this summer.  

Geogram 

Every Monday, students bring home a Geogram that is due on Wednesday.  I highly 
recommend purchasing a good Atlas for your home library. You may certainly use the 
Internet, but please attempt using other resources first.  Answers are scored for accuracy and 
spelling. We completed a practice Geo last Friday, using an atlas. 

 



Science 

We began making our class set of Science Vocabulary Flashcards this week.  Please make your 
home set along with us.  You will need to buy index cards to make the home set.  You provided 
index cards for class set.  A white Science Vocabulary packet came home in backpacks last 
Friday.  Just make the cards listed under the Scientific Method Strand right now.  You are 
welcome to cut and paste the home set.  Flashcards are a study tool.  I am Scientist of the 
Week for the next three weeks.  Student sign-ups are after that.  Sign-ups for Scientist of the 
Week are in the classroom, available again on Curriculum night.  

Language Arts 

Students are working on a Bat Alliteration assignment to display in our classroom windows.  
Some students chose to bring this home over the weekend.  That is absolutely fine.  The 
expectation is that they used Friday’s class time and will use Monday’s class time to complete 
first draft and turn it in for edit.  I will hand them the Bat template when they turn in their first 
draft. 

Writing is a process, and we edit our work before we make our final submission for the 
gradebook. 

 

 

 

 

Keep Scrolling for Week at a Glance 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



August 12-16 
 Week-at-a-Glance 

It is expected that all students read a minimum of 20 minutes every night. 
 Reach and Teach is available before school in room 209 at 8:00 A.M. every morning unless 

indicated here.   
Monday -  
       9:55 – 10:35    Encore  ( Day 3) 
       12:35 – 1:10    Lunch then Recess 
          Go Math Homework – 1.1, Geo due Wednesday  
 
Tuesday –  
       9:55 – 10:35    Encore (Day 4) 
       12:35 – 1:10   Recess then Lunch 
           Go Math Homework – 1.2 
  
Wednesday  -- (No Reach and Teach – Room Parent Meeting 8:30 A.M., room 209) 
         9:55 – 10:35    Encore (Day 1) 
        12:35 – 1:10     Lunch then Recess 
Blue Reading Worksheet due tomorrow, Go Math Homework – 1.3, Rocket Math test tomorrow 
 
Thursday –  
                                  Rocket Math 2 min Bonus Test 
         9:55 – 10:35     Encore (Day 2) 
         12:35 – 1:10   Recess then Lunch 
                                  Reading Test   
          Go Math Homework – 1.4 
 
Friday –  
          9:55 – 10:35    Encore  (Day 3) 
          12:10 – 12:50  Recess then Lunch 
            2:30 – 3:00    PBIS Stallion Strong Assembly  
             Math 4 Today Test, Grammar Test 
      Go Math Homework – 1.5 


